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Journalism school enrollment increases
Pardun: Future journalists should
not worry about declining field
Safiyyah Ali

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The outlook for journalism as a major may
seem bleak as the industry sheds jobs and print
journalism revenues decline, but according to USC’s
undergraduate enrollment numbers, that may not be
the case.
While there have been slight fluctuations in the
enrollment numbers, there have been no major
declines, though print journalism majors have always
been a small group in the university.
There are a total of 1,517 undergraduate students at
the School of Journalism and Mass Communications
this semester, which is a 2 percent increase from last
year.
Of them, 40 percent are public relations majors, a
total of 610 students. There are 138 undergraduate
students enrolled as journalism majors. If electronic
(or broadcast) and print journalism are combined,
they comprise the second-largest major in the
school.
“This is very typical across schools of journalism
and mass com mu n icat ions,” A ndrea Tan ner,
professor and head of the journalism sequence, said
of the large number of public relations majors. “We
are at an all-time high across majors.”
Tanner said that starting next fall, the journalism
curriculum will change.
“There will be less emphasis on journalism and
electronic journalism, and more on putting them
together,” she said. “There is also going to be lots
more flexibility.”
Carol Pardun, director and associate dean of the
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The School of Journalism and Mass Communications saw a 2 percent increase in student enrollment in Fall 2013.
school, remains optimistic that journalism will
survive as an industry.
“We are seeing the physical paper disappear,”
Pardun said. “I don’t think it’s going to completely
disappear, but I think it’s probably going to come at
a point where people are going to stop asking that
question. The people who are strong writers will

continue to be journalists and will continue to go to
journalism schools to be journalists.”
Pardun said she believes journalism still has a
bright future and hopes the new curriculum will
help people understand that the storytelling part of
journalism is still strong.
JOURNALISM • 2

133 more study
abroad last year
Doerpinghaus: Increased
awareness helps push growth
Natalie Pita

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Four years ago, there were lots
of ... people who weren’t doing what
they were supposed to. And now, it’s
really great,” said Andrew “Frumpy”
Vallowe, a fourth-year mechanical
engineering student and trombone
section leader. “[The band] is so much
more organized and disciplined.”
To hone the discipline it takes to be
the Mighty Sound of the Southeast,
the band practices four days a week
from 5-6:30 p.m., preparing one
halftime show after another.
“We care more, overall,” said Keith
Quigley, a fourth-year international
business st udent and t rombone
player. “This year, we’re actually
better than other bands, and we take
pride in that.”
This season, the Carolina Band has
already performed a halftime show
devoted to music by some well-known
“divas” of pop, performing selections
such as Aretha Franklin’s “Respect”

The number of USC students studying
abroad increased by 11.9 percent last year,
marking the programs’ continued growth at
the university.
In the 2012-2013 school year, 1,250 students
went abroad during, compared to 1,117 the
previous year.
Fewer than 800 students were using the
study abroad office five years ago, and the
office hopes to continue this growth.
“It is very exciting to see that more students
are interested and that people are getting it,
because a lot of people you talk to will say
that one regret they have from college is
not studying abroad, and for us, that is the
worst thing to hear,” said Rachel Hardison,
associate director of study abroad.
Helen Doerpinghaus, vice provost and
dean of undergraduate studies, said she sees
this growth as a reflection of a national trend,
saying that “students recognize the need to be
global-savvy.”
Both she and Hardison said that increased
awareness among students and faculty and
support from university President Harris
Pastides and Provost Michael Amiridis helped
push the growth.
“I think more departments are kind of
becoming more supportive. More academic
departments are learning more about it and
encouraging their students, and then that also
spreads,” Hardison said.
T he St ud y A broad O f f ice ha s been
working on curriculum integration, in which
departments connect a study-abroad program
with a specific major. One effort has been
to start a trip to Costa Rica for the biology
department.
“We’ve been trying to just do more general
outreach to different departments where we
have fewer students studying abroad to at least
get them to think about it, come in the office
and talk about what’s possible,” Hardison said.
This expansion to different majors involves
finding equivalent courses in other countries,
like matching engineering courses in other
English-speaking countries.
They have also been working to increase
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The Mighty Sound of the Southeast practices four days a week from 5-6:30 p.m. to prepare halftime shows for each game.

Marching band strives for perfection
Group grows from 248 to 325
in 3 years under new director
Ginny Ryerson

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

INSIDE

U S C ’s m a r c h i n g b a n d h a s
undergone several changes in the
past three years to improve itself as
the “Mighty Sound of the Southeast.”
Three years ago, the Carolina
Band consisted of 248 members
and a halftime performances that
were rotated multiple times during
the football season. Fans said the
old Carolina Band lacked energy
and desperately needed a f resh
perspective.
“The band used to only play about
three times ever y quarter,” said
Barbara Jones, a longtime Gamecock
fan. ”Under the previous director,
[they] performed the same shows
over and over and showed very little
creativity.”
When Rebecca Phillips was hired as

the director of athletic bands shortly
before the 2011 season, she was given
the task of completely changing
the band. She was instructed to
incorporate more instrumentalists,
design new uniforms and create a
more entertaining environment for
football fans while the band was in
the stands.
Since Phillips took charge, the
Carolina Band has grown to 325
members, and fans say they’ve noticed
that it is continuously improving.
“I’ve always liked the band,” said
Riley Cain, a fourth-year sport and
entertainment management student.
“They do more current and popular
songs to kind of get the crowd more
hyped, and they’ve gotten louder
since I was a freshman. I just feel like
they have more of a presence now
than they did a few years ago.”
Fans aren’t the only ones who
have seen the band improve. Band
members say the difference in the
band is noticeable to them, too.
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Service sorority focuses on community
Epsilon Sigma Alpha raises money,
awareness for cancer research
Hannah Richardson

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital helps
about 7,800 children suffering from cancer each
year. Easter Seals Disability Services helps more
than one million people who have disabilities or
special needs and their families each year.
Epsilon Sigma Alpha’s USC chapter aims to
help change those lives.
ESA is a service sorority that formed at USC in
1991 and has grown to about 100 members. About
50 women are rushing the sorority this semester.
“Its really cool how close everyone has become,”
said ESA president Alyssa Kasraii, a third-year
psychology student . “There are a lot of girls I
would have never even imagined meeting.”
The sorority hosts events each year to help raise
money for their philanthropic causes, and all of
the money they receive goes to the organizations.
T h i s y e a r, E S A w i l l h a v e a d o d g e b a l l
tournament on Sept. 28 to raise money for Easter
Seals, as well as a Twister paint tournament on

Oct. 13 to benefit St. Jude. There will be a “Give
Thanks” walk on Nov. 23 in Finlay Park and a
pancake breakfast on Sept. 21.
“Its just f un. Ever yone can just come and
b e t hem selve s ,” sa id fou r t h-yea r bu si ne s s
management and market ing st udent Brooke
English. “It gives me a way to work with other
people and be in a community where everyone is
there for the same reason.”
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The Epsilon Sigma Alpha service sorority plans events
aimed at helping others at its weekly chapter meeting.

There are other social events like Sisterhood
Field Day and a Sisterhood Picnic that are open to
members meeting chapter requirements.
T he se requ i rement s i nclude 25 hou r s of
community service per semester and volunteering
on a school, community and national level. Other
volunteer programs that many are involved with
include local soup kitchens, the Free Medical
Clinic and Pets Inc.
ESA differs from social sororities in that their
main focus is on community service, as opposed
to it being one aspect of the organization.
This year’s rush theme was Dr. Seuss, and
women were asked to come to one round of rush
dressed up in Dr. Seuss-themed outfits. Another
night of recruitment had them making Dr. Seuss
masks to take to the Palmetto Health Children’s
Hospital.
Rushing a service sorority happens over the
course of one week, w it h each night giv ing
potential members an opportunity to showcase
their personalities and get to know current sisters.
“It is cool how there is such a variety of girls,
but we all came together and found something we
all enjoy,” Kasraii said.
DG

eSports club provides place for social gamers
Students compete with other
colleges in video games
Davis Klabo

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

A new sport that has been gaining
international popularity, perhaps on
the scale of Southeastern Conference
football, has come to South Carolina.
eSports, a term foreign to many,
refers to a group of competitive video
games played around the world, both
casually and competitively.
T he mo st p opu la r, L eag ue of
Legends, boasts more daily users
than the popular image sharing site
Instagram.
With more than 12 million daily
players, League of Legends is beginning
to find footholds throughout America.
Professional gamers, who once
faced a negative stigma, have found
themselves thrust into the international
spotlight as superstars competing for

prizes. For example, the winners of
this week’s League of Legends Season
3 World Championships will win $2
million.
At USC, the South Carolina eSports
Club ha s g row n to rough ly 20 0
members.
Ba la nc i ng a compet it ive tea m
with a casual community, the club is
trying to replace the age-old stigma
surrounding gamers with a portrayal of
fun, relaxation, and community.
“Video games aren’t something we
identify ourselves by, but something
we have in common with each other,”
said treasurer and forth-year biology
student Paul Han. “Let’s be honest; a
lot of gamers are less social, so we made
this club hoping that girls and guys
wouldn’t be isolated and could fit into a
community and feel welcome.”
The key, Han said, is convincing the
rest of the world that gamers operate on
the same plane as everyone else.
“I’m really hoping that the club will
alleviate this stereotype that gamers

BAND • Continued from 1
and Beyoncé’s “Single Ladies” and “Crazy in Love.”
The band is now working on some new shows for
upcoming football games, including halftime shows
celebrating the 50th anniversary of James Bond and a
special show that will excite fans at November’s game
versus Clemson.
“We have wonderful students in the band,” Phillips
said. “So improving the band was something we were
able to accomplish. We continue to develop and build
the band. We have not arrived yet, but we are working
to bring more enthusiasm to the environment for the
fans and the team.”
DG
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The Marching Band practices a number of different
songs including hits from Aretha Franklin and Beyonce.

can’t hang out with everyone else,”
Han said. “We just want to give a place
where people can contribute something
to the USC community, even if just
through video games.”
As the larger gaming community
expands and unites into a structured
unit, the South Carolina eSports Club
plans to find its own niche in the realm
of head-to-head gaming. With eSports
now being codified into structured
leagues not unlike conventional sports,
the club now fields multiple teams at the
competitive collegiate level.
“USC has never had an eSports
club, and right now the eSports scene
is huge,” Han said. “It’s good to have
representation in that community.”
With a loyal fan base that sold out
Los Angeles’s Staples Center in an hour
for League of Legends championship,
Leag ue of Legends a nd eSpor t s
represent a new frontier for collegiate
prestige that’s been recently dominated
by schools like Georgia Tech, Texas
and Ohio State.
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“I really liked taking
information that people needed
to know and giving it to them,”
said Brianne Garbutt, third-year
journalism student. “Being a
writer is just something that I
love to do. I love to write, and if
I can inform people doing what
I love, then that’s what I want to
try to do.”
Although the journalism field
is seemingly declining, Garbutt
didn’t seem too worried about
her future as a journalist.
H o w e v e r, s o m e c u r r e n t
students still think that print
journalism is not the major for
them, a trend evident in the
pull towards other majors in the
college, like public relations and
electronic journalism.
“I’ve always wa nted to do

The Gamecock team, now in its
second year, competes against regional
opponents such as Clemson and N.C.
State.
Citing a lack of organization for a
less-than-stellar showing in last year’s
competitive season, club manager
Skyler Crossno, a second-year English
student, expressed optimism in the
new steps the team was taking for the
upcoming year.
“Last year, it was whoever we could
get to show up,” Crossno said. “But this
year, we held tryouts. We’re setting
up an actual practice schedule, so
competitively, it’s going to be like a
sport.”
Overall, Crossno said he feels that
this year could be a big success for the
burgeoning team.
“Odds are a lot better this year. We’re
going to make it far within the league,”
Crossno said. “This is def initely
something for kids to pay attention to.”
DG

broadcast,” said Rose Russo,
a second-year elect ron ic
journalism major.
She never really considered
p r i nt b e c au s e s he b e l ie v e s
that newspapers’ prevalence is
declining and that journalism is
heading toward other media.
But Garbutt said the skills used
in writing for a newspaper or
magazine are useless regardless of
how journalism changes.
“Newspapers and magazines
aren’t dying; it’s just changing.
T here a re so ma ny opt ions
online now, and not just with
newspapers or magazines but
with blogs,” Garbutt said. “So, I
think people need to think about
that before they turn away from
[print journalism as a major].”
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Journalism students struggle with
choices of print vs. electronic media.

ABROAD • Continued from 1
travel to “nontraditional” countries. During the
past academic year, 775 students, or 62 percent of
all study-abroad students, traveled to Europe, while
only 3 students, or 0.2 percent, went to the Middle
East or North Africa.
“I think with the main goal being expanding
access to study abroad to more of the student
population, that kind of aligns with that, because a
lot of nontraditional countries are more affordable,
so that’s one way we can sometimes work with
students,” Hardison said.
A lt hough ex pa nd i ng st udy abroad to
underrepresented areas is not the primary goal,
it is next on the office’s list of initiatives. Study
abroad advisors try to highlight the benefits different
regions offer and encourage students to be open
minded.
The Study Abroad Office also works to help
st udent s f inancially t hrough g rant s and t he
Magellan Scholar program. They also try to act as
a support system for students who do not have travel
experience.
“USC is really committed to being a bridge to
students who may find it a very, very big step,”
Doerpinghaus said. “We try to find ways to make it

more manageable.”
Hardison believes t hat st udy ing abroad is
important because students can see what they are
capable of, develop professional skills, make new
friends from all over the world, see the world from
a different perspective and grow academically and
personally.
“When you go to college, there’s a certain amount
of personal growth that happens to a certain extent.
You are on your own, you’re away from home ...
but always knowing that home is not too far away,
your support network is there, your family is there,”
Hardison said. “But going overseas for a summer,
semester — whatever it is — just allows you to grow
that much more, because you are truly independent.”
Doerpinghaus added that studying abroad helped
develop how students think as well.
“It’s really important, because it opens more
ways of thinking about yourself and more ways of
thinking about others,” Doerpinghaus said. “I think
travel is important, because you can hear and learn
what people in other countries think about the
United States.”
DG
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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS

New staffers showcased in today’s paper
First trainee class of semester does
great work on special edition
There are a lot of brand new
names in today’s paper. In fact,
this issue is composed of work
done ent i rely by T he Da i ly
Gamecock’s fi rst training class
of the fall semester.
That makes us really happy.
Until now, we’ve been working
w it h, essent ia l ly, a skeleton
staff of editors and one or two
returning contributors in each
sect ion. W it h t h is g roup of
trainees, that’s changed.
Our newest staf f members
wrote all the stories, took all the
photos, designed all the pages
and edited all the copy, with
a little super vision from our
experienced editorial staffers,
of course.
We couldn’t be more proud of
them, and that’s why we decided
to showcase t heir work i n a
special trainee edition.
Since they started the training
process at our f irst t raining

orientation on Aug. 31, they’ve
practiced interviewing, writing,
editing and designing with mock
assig nments,
p r o d u c e d
content (stories
and photos) for
our new website
a nd shadowed
experienced
editors and
designers.
Sydney
They ’ve paid
Patterson
their dues
Editor-in-Chief
a nd improved
c o n s i s t e n t l y,
a nd t h is paper
proves that
t hey’re capable
of put t i ng out
qualit y content
on their own.
Getting to
Thad Moore
Managing Editor
that point is not
ea s y. Wr it i ng,
photographing,
desig n i ng a nd ed it i ng for a
newspaper are unique skill sets,
and for many of the trainees

today’s paper showcases, it was
unlike anything they had done
before. We know that challenge;
ever yone who work s on t he
paper each day has faced the
same learning curve.
The stories in today’s issue
are enterprise pieces, articles
that use long-term reporting
to ex plore a subjec t t hey ’re
i nterested i n, a nd t heir
subjects range from a profile
of the women’s soccer team’s
goalkeeper to an in-depth look
at mov ies made in Columbia
over the years.
We think they’ve put together
a great issue, and we’re excited
for them to become the next
group of leaders of the paper.
So to our readers: Enjoy this
preview of all the great things
to come.
And to our new staff members:
welcome, and congratulations
on a fantastic fi rst paper.
We can’t wait to see you work
on many more.

Despite being made of dust, you are unique
Humanity pushes on even in
face of ever-present adversity
If you are reading this right now, you should
know that you are very special.
You — one of the 32,000 people on this campus
and the 7 billion on this planet — are one of
a kind. You exist on the only known planet in
the universe capable of sustaining life. If this
spinning rock we call home had been a few
degrees off in terms of distance from the Sun,
its early atmosphere wouldn’t even have allowed
for single-celled life to emerge, let alone evolve
into the life-form now known as
Kimye.
Instead, by a series of
stat ist ically inev itable events,
at some point in the period of
several billion years in which
Earth underwent volatile geologic
changes, at the bottom of some
Sara Singh
ocean, t he right nucleic acids
First-year
managed to combine into RNA
international
(or something like that). After
business student
some time, DNA happened, and
after some more time and a lot
of random errors, so did a bunch of awesome
mu lt icel lu la r org a n ism s l i ke mu sh ro om s ,
Velociraptors and golden retrievers.
One really cool thing happened 200 centuries
ago, when the first humans emerged. Fast forward
a couple millennia, and we all got so freaky and
inventive that we spread out every where and
collectively became our planet’s most powerful
apex predator, even though most of us don’t
even lift or anything. We took a lot of hits from
plagues, natural disasters, our love of potentially
destructive technologies and our issues with
getting along with each other. And somehow,
we’re still here.
Now, the only significant threat to the future
of our species (and a lot of others) is us, which
shows how simultaneously brilliant and dumb

we are.
One example of our brilliance is how far
we’ve come in discovering the laws, origins,
properties, functions and behaviors of gazillions
of different elements of nature. We’ve figured
out the language of our universe (math, duh) and
invented some of our own. We’ve explored nearly
every nook and cranny of our planet and even
ventured into the great unknowns of space. We’ve
also managed to create a compendium of the sum
total of human knowledge and experience while
connecting people the world over.
And mostly, by the hard work of billions and
the really great ideas of a few, we’ve managed
to create cultures, corporations, institutions,
philosophies and tons of other big stuff, despite
the fact that we’re really small.
In fact, odds are that you yourself are about as
small as 5.5 x 10-26 gigaparsecs, which isn’t much
considering that the known universe has a radius
of 14 gigaparsecs. Timewise too, your lifespan is
a mere blip in the 14 billion years this particular
universe has been around.
A nd yea h, some of us t h i n k t here m ight
be others: infinite universes that are born at
ever y possible point of change. This means
that somewhere, there’s a universe where you’re
made of radioactive banana pudding, another
where Jello shots are the only acceptable form of
currency and another where your cat is a ruthless
warlord.
In short, you are basically a mote of dust —
stardust, specifically. All the smaller dots that
comprise you now were part of things much
hotter and mightier than you could ever be, even
if you worked out a lot.
St i l l , o ne d a y, y ou r at o m s w i l l r e f or m
completely, and you’ll again become part of
something else that is bigger than you. As my
homeboy William Penn would say, you are “ever
present, because immortal.”

WHAT’S YOUR TAKE?
Do you want your opinion voiced in The Daily Gamecock? For
information about becoming a columnist, contact editor@dailygamecock.
com. Students, faculty or staff can also write a letter to the editor or a
guest column by contacting viewpoints@dailygamecock.com

Five Points
crime must be
dealt with better
Police presence should focus
on protecting citizens, not
catching underage drinkers
Five Points is known for its bars and clubs,
but it is also a hot spot for of crime, including
the stabbing at Sharky’s last month.
Many USC st udents receive m inor-inpossession citations from cit y and campus
police each week, but there are still many
thefts, attacks and crimes happening that don’t
seem to draw as much police attention.
Bar districts are known to attract violent
crime, but people are seeing police target
underaged drinkers out with
friends in Five Points. You can
walk around Five Points and see
police officers outside of every
bar hassling students for their
identification, but when you see
them walking back to campus
late after a long night, police
Erika Ryan
officers are harder to fi nd.
First-year visual
The Carter Strange beating
communications
w
a
s a r e a l e y e - o p e ne r f o r
student
Columbia, and as a result, there
is now a curfew in Five Points
from 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. for people under 17.
Carter was walking home from a friend’s house
one night in 2011 when he was beaten by a
group of teenagers and sent to the hospital.
The injuries were so bad his own mother didn’t
recognize him.
The thing that stands out the most about
this story was there were no police officers
around when this beating happened, so the
next thing Stranger remembered was waking
up in a hospital bed. When this happened to a
young man barely out of high school, changes
were made to Five Points’ security, but what we
currently have still isn’t enough.
With Five Points’ bars fi lled with plenty of
drunken people, it’s not very surprising to hear
about fights and brawls outside of bars.
Officers walk around the center of Five
Points watching for fights and arrests that need
to be made, but more officers need to patrol
the stretch between the Russell House and
Five Points. Horror stories are told to students
about muggings and assaults happening in
this area, but nothing has really seems to have
been done to make this area of Columbia
significantly less dangerous.
Drinking under the age of 21 is a crime,
but it’s not the most dangerous one. With so
many complaints from people and students in
Columbia, police officers should try to focus
on gang violence and other crime over under
aged drinking and drug use.
While police busts are always going to be
made in college towns, I wish I could hear
more about students getting back their stolen
laptops or wallets and less about getting busted
for having beer in their dorm.

CONTACT INFORMATION

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p oi nt s p age i s to st i mu l ate
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community. All published
authors are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Letters must be
200 to 300 words in length and include
the author’s name, year in school and

area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
columns. Columnists should keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock and
must conform to the legal standards of
USC Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock,
let us know about it. Email editor@dailygamecock.com
and we will print the correction in our next issue.
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Columbia used as site for multiple films
3 movies shot in capital
city portray state in
different lights
Belvin Olasov

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Seeing your home city in a blockbuster movie
makes for an exciting experience, but it is not a
common occurance here.
Unlike Chicago or Philadelphia, Columbia
doesn’t get to house sets for movies like “The
Dark Knight” or “National Treasure.”
Instead, it has been host to some lesser-

known, but fascinating, movies that make full
use of the city’s landscape: the thriller “Death
Sentence,” the true story “Chattahoochee” and
the college football drama “The Program.”
Through them, viewers see many different
sides of Columbia, reflected through a bright
lens or dark, moody cinematography.

Death Sentence
In “Death Sentence,” Kevin Bacon stars as a family man who becomes
locked in a grudge match with a murderous gang. It’s a classic revenge
narrative, as Bacon finds himself venturing ever deeper into the criminal
underworld that wronged him. One of the most compelling aspects of
the movie is its setting: Columbia has never looked seedier than it does
in “Death Sentence.”
The majority of the action takes place in generic and rugged cityscape,
as Bacon fights and flees his way through decaying brick alleyways and
over cracked concrete ground, in parking garages and in hauntingly lit
boiler rooms.
The murder that kicks off the movie’s plot goes down at a run-down
gas station off of an eerily sparse road, familiar to most residents that
have been to West Columbia. The look of the movie is grungy postindustrial; that is to say, not Columbia’s good side.
However, while Columbia’s more unattractive features may be on
display, the movie supposedly isn’t set here. A throwaway line about a
character taking the subway tells us that wherever the movie is set, it’s
not Columbia, and considering the movie’s dark, shoddy imagery, that’s
a good thing.

Chattahoochee
“Chattahoochee,” based on a true story, stars Gary Oldman as a
troubled Korean War veteran. After a mental breakdown that terrorizes
his neighborhood, he’s sent to the abusive Florida mental hospital
Chattahoochee and ends up reforming it through his selflessness and
dedication.
The film takes place in two major locations: the suburban Southern
neighborhood where Oldman lives and the mental hospital where the
majority of the movie takes place. Notably, the movie is a period piece,
set in the 1950s. That Columbia could supply a convincing 1950s
Southern environment is a testament to either the city’s rustic charm or
the out-datedness of some of its areas.
The southern-tinged dirtiness of the mental hospital itself — all grimy
overalls and dusty brown walls — makes Oldman’s challenges all the
more difficult. The exterior features bricks and blocky architecture,
reminiscent of many remnants from Columbia’s industrial past. The film’s
visuals are strongly southern, and Columbia proves an excellent location
to supply that vibe.

The Program
“The Program,” starring James Caan as a world-weary coach, is a
football movie that focuses on the players more than the game. The film
follows a cast of college football players as they navigate the challenges
of college play, from Heisman Trophy nomination nerves to steroid use.
The campus scenes are shot on various U.S. college campuses, but
the football facilities used are all USC’s. It’s a blast from the past to
see the stadium less polished but still intimidating to the young players
playing college football for the first time.
While Eastern State University may be a fictional college, the problems
its football players face are much like the issues USC players deal with
today. South Carolina players are seen as icons and public figures, but
they are rarely seen as college students like the rest of campus, coming
to term with new experiences and hardships.
“The Program” is exceedingly relevant to any football-minded USC
student who wants to learn more about what today’s players are going
through.

These movies share a strong sense of place in Columbia’s but these more modest offerings are fun to watch all the same,
distinctive locations. Each of them has something to say, visually, offering their own unique charms and showing us Columbia
about Columbia, whether the subject matter is bloody and dark through different perspectives.
or down-to-earth and crowd-pleasing.
Columbia may not be representing Gotham City anytime soon,
DG
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Riverfront parks offer place to relax
Columbia Canal features
walking, biking paths
Madeline Wrenn

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

As September rolls around and
school gets busy, everyone feels
a little bit of the post–summer
blues.
I t ’s e a s y t o g e t a l i t t l e
overwhelmed by the stress that
midterms bring. On weekends
and empty afternoons, looking for
something to do, college budgets
can make it hard to have fun.
Living in Columbia means
acce s s to some of t he b e st
riverfront parks and trails.
O ne i n p a r t ic u l a r i s t he
Riverfront Park, which runs along
the Broad River and Columbia
Canal and is free to use.
“It’s a place to escape from
reality,” Columbia resident Larry
Benson said.
Riverfront Park is a great place
to unwind, a hidden gem lost in
the city’s hustle and bustle.
The Columbia Canal has two
pedestrian bridges that make
it the ideal place for Benson to
relax. Benson spends his day
fishing along the river, as many
park visitors.
He said he comes to the park
two to three times a week and
that he’s able to catch many bass
and brim off the canal bridge.
Located at 312 Laurel St. — a
10-minute drive from the center
of campus — Riverfront Park
offers a path for biking, running
or walking your dog.
If you’re looking to get out of
the house, but don’t really want
to be in the sun, the park offers
shaded gazebos as well.
If you’re a history buff, the
park offers a great look into the
past of the Columbia Canal and

Waterworks by looking through
a historic pump house that sits
along the river. This park is
perfect for group activities, like a
club or team retreat, or a solo trip
for a run.
So instead of sitting around the
house this weekend thinking that
there’s nothing to do, go outside
and explore Columbia.
Riverfront Park isn’t the only
one that offers a fun time free of
charge.
There is also Three Rivers
Greenway, which runs along the
West Columbia and Cayce side of
the river and has multiple access
points.
E njoy t he la st few wa r m
weekends outside before fall
rolls in. The riverfront parks
offer great places to have a fun,
relaxing day.
DG
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Riverfront Park, located at 312 Laurel St., offers fishing spots and running and biking paths.

Student runs homemade jewelry business
Huber sells ‘artisanal’
creations at farmers
markets, on social media
Molly Wyatt

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

W h at s t a r t e d o u t a s s i m p le
homemade necklaces and earrings
to earn money for her Girl Scout
troop at her church’s craft sale has
turned into a full-blown business
for Lauren Huber. The fourth-year
math student from Gaithersburg,
Md., has always had a n eye for
jewelr y. She started mak ing her
pieces f rom basic c raf t store
materials like plast ic beads and
wires, but now, she uses glass and
stone beads, semiprecious stones
and copper wire.
“My work has really gone from
craft to artisanal,” Huber said. “It
has progressed in its personality.”
She said somet imes when she
is sitting in class, she imagines a
piece in her head and sketches the
idea out on paper. However, she
finds sometimes she ends up with

Alexa Angelus / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Lauren Huber, a fourth-year math student from Gaithersburg, Md., makes
jewelry out of glass and stone beads, semiprecious stones and copper wire.
somet h ing completely dif ferent
t han what she originally had in
mind. Other times, Huber sits down
to make somet hing and lets her
fi ngers do the work.

Huber’s mother encourages her
work by g iv i ng her “Cha l lenge
Beads,” which her mom gat hers
from t he clearance bins at craf t
stores. These projects challenge

Huber to ma ke a dy na m ic a nd
interesting piece. Her family and
friends also serve as a marketing
tool for Huber, as she relies on their
word-of-mouth advertising to help
promote sales. She also sells her
jewelry at farmers markets and on
social media.
“I post a lot of pic t u res to
Facebook and people are interested
in buying them as gifts or gifts to
themselves,” Huber said.
According to Huber, her work
is versatile and “earthy, not highfashion glam, but simple everyday.”
Her target demographic is females
of any age, who are look ing for
a simple piece to complement an
out f it. Huber especia l ly enjoys
mak ing earrings and large
statement pendants. She came to
the interview sporting one of her
own creations — a pendant with a
tree with branches woven into the
holding, subtly encased by hunter
green beads.
For more information on Huber’s
jewelry, visit www.facebook.com/
practicallyunwound.
DG
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EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

Experienced Personal
Trainers needed
Part time AM and PM hours
available. Gym is 1 mile from
campus. Contact Anne Marie
for details 803.799.9455.
Email mfulmer44@aol.com

Seeking Experienced LongTerm Servers, Bartenders,
Cashiers for Local Hot Spot
Apply in person btwn 3:306:30. 4722 Forest Drive,
29206. Weekends Required

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

Looking for an experienced,
responsible student to babysit
3 children. No set hoursmostly one weeknight evening
and one weekend evening.
Location is about 15 minutes
from campus. Call 543-9922.

Distributing Free Prescription
Drug Cards Job
Full or part time job
distributing free prescription
drug cards to pharmacies,
doctor’s offices, hospitals, and
urgent care offices. Free to
join, Call me at (803) 363-9689
for details.

Bartender Wanted Call:3311553
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SERVICES
MassageOnTheMove 4mi>DwnTwn w/ appts@WCola
Studio or OnSite group/event
Stu/Fac20%OFF RegPrice
Details@ MassageMove.com

wusc.sc.edu

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE

HOROSCOPES

TODAY

TOMORROW

THE REASON YOU’RE LISTENING

JAM ROOM MUSIC FESTIVAL

10 p.m., free
Tin Roof, 1022 Senate St,
COLUMBIA GREEK FESTIVAL
10 a.m. to 10 p.m., free
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church, 1931 Sumter St.

12 p.m. to 10 p.m., free
Main at Hampton St., 1515 Main St.
FALL HERITAGE FESTIVAL & PICKIN’
PARTY
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., free
South Carolina State Museum,
301 Gervais St
09/20/13

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Mysteries get resolved
when the truth is revealed.
It’s easier to advance,
and new opportunities
arise. A surprising group
development i nspi res
action.

Do what you have to
do. It’s easier to w in
i n ga mes a nd love.
Purchases include
items no one else will
e ver s e e . D on’t bu y
toys. Honesty prevails.
Follow your heart.

Shake things up.
Yo u a d v a n c e m o r e
quickly now. Get what
you’ve been promised.
D o n ’t w o r r y a b o u t
an upcoming task.
Despite chaos or
a commu nicat ions
breakdown, it works out.

Taurus

There’s more work than
expected. Money you’ve
had hidden finally starts
to grow. No need to spend
it. Accept a challenge.
Love anew. Provide facts.
Re v ie w i n st r uc t ion s .
I nsights emerge f rom
silence.

Gemini

ACROSS
1 What ice cream
does in the sun
6 Mythical weeper
11 With it
14 “Terriﬁc!”
15 Play-of-color gems
16 Bambi’s aunt
17 “Get a grip!”
19 Albums kept in
jewel boxes,
brieﬂy
20 Dogpatch dad
21 Eat like a bird
23 Anti-alcohol types
25 Greenish-blue hue
28 Room for Renée
29 Stubbed
extremity
30 Internet company
32 Bear’s advice
33 Screen partner
35 Folded Mexican
snacks
37 Crafts technique
for an oldfashioned
look
42 More than fumed
43 Triﬂed (with)
45 Green eggs and
ham lover __-am
48 Scrape, to a tot
51 __ culpa
52 Pizza’s outer
edge
54 Scissors sound
55 With competence
56 Cardinal’s
headgear
58 Film idol Greta
60 Connector that
completes the
phrase made
from the starts of
the three longest
across answers
61 Get the front of
one’s bike off the
ground
66 Bro
67 Muse for
Browning
68 Super Bowl
hoverer
69 Opposite of NNW
70 Spread widely
71 Big name in foil
DOWN
1 Brit. sports cars
2 West ender?
3 When
presidential
elections occur
4 Noshes in Nuevo

Disrupt the status quo.
Every little bit counts.
Get the documents in
order. Instigate changes.
A partner’s suggestion
works, finally. Entertain
an unusual request. Your
mo o d i mprove s . You
should end up with plenty.

Cancer

Spread the word.
D o n’t g i v e up. Ta k e
responsibil it y. Travel
lo ok s g o o d . D o n’t
take major risks.
Communication
difficulties and emotional
arguments could disrupt.
Rely on your experience.

Virgo

Wait on a big change,
and hold your temper.
Re-assess the situation.
Step into family
leadership. A startling
revelation teaches you
about another’s passion.
Create new cash
sources.

Libra

Proceed with caution
and keep researching.
L i sten ; don’t a rg ue.
Studies get easier. You
and a loved one inspire
each ot her. Use what
y o u’v e b e e n s a v i n g.
Modif icat ions are
required.

Capricorn

Repay a friend. Travel
a n o t h e r d a y. Yo u r
c u r iosit y leads you
into a project deeper
a nd deep er. Po sit ive
thinking adds ease. New
information threatens
a s s u m p t i o n s . D o n’t
lose your cool wit h a
surprise.

Aquarius

Scorpio

Don’t discuss adventures
with co-workers now.
Circumstances keep you
active and hopping. The
financial situation seems
unstable. Increase your
security. Stay home and
handle homework.

Your fi nancial situation
transforms. The
impossible only took
a little longer. Provide
i nfor mat ion. Cash
could be delayed, but
it arrives. You’re full of
good ideas. Act on the
most profitable ones.

Ci rc u mst a nces a l low
more lat it ude a nd
f l e x i b i l i t y, w i t h a
b r e a k d o w n a n d /o r
breakthrough. It seems
l i k e a m i r a c l e . I t ’s
getting easier to launch
new projects.

Pisces

@thegamecock
Laredo
5 Passenger
pickup point
6 Reply to “Is it
soup?”
7 Wall St. headline
8 Clumsy sort
9 Radar screen
spot
10 Colorado’s __
Park
11 Badger at the
comedy club
12 Ultimate goal
13 Muted, as colors
18 With 62-Down, at
a satisfactory
level
22 Othello’s
lieutenant
23 Sot’s woe,
brieﬂy
24 Military prep org.
26 Did something
about, as an
informant’s tip
27 Bread unit
30 Ten: Pref.
31 Former telecom
ﬁrm
34 Overly ornate
36 Aware of
38 CIA Cold War
counterpart
39 Some summer
births,

RUSSELL HOUSE UNIVERSITY UNION

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

SPACE
Lottery

Tuesday, September 24
4 sessions: 10 a.m., 2 p.m., 5 p.m., 7 p.m.
Russell House 2nd Floor Lobby
For more information, contact:
RHUU Event Services
803-777-8182

09/20/13

or download our
app!

astrologically
40 Like some
gestures or logic
41 Cad
44 Week segment
45 Collage materials
46 Convention sites
47 Work clumsily
(through)
49 “I’m so not
impressed” event
50 Exotic sushi ﬁsh
53 Carton sealers
55 “Does this ring
__?”
57 Legal wrong

59 McEntire of
country
62 See 18-Down
63 Put away at
dinnertime
64 Texter’s “Here’s
what I think”
65 Clean air org.

1 2 3 4

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!
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D’Angelo racks up accolades in junior year
Gamecock goalkeeper helps lead
team to undefeated record
David Roberts

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

South Carolina junior goalkeeper Sabrina D’Angelo’s
biography and list of awards is not for the short of
attention span.
The list goes on and on — from being a two-year
member of the Canadian U-17 national team to
winning the 2011 SEC Freshman of the Year award to
being named Canadian U-20 Female Player of the Year.
But ask her, and she is quick to pass the credit on to
her teammates.
“I wouldn’t be anything without my back line,
without Taylor Leach or Andie Romness playing in
front of me saving my butt,” D’Angelo said. “I need the
team in front of me. I tell them that those accolades are
partially theirs.”
With the Gamecocks sitting at 7-0-1 and No.
8 in SoccerAmerica’s most recent rankings, South
Carolina’s smothering defense has garnered most of
the attention. Through eight matches, the only team to
score on the Gamecocks is in-state rival Clemson, who
notched one goal in a loss to South Carolina.
D’Angelo, who was named AgSouth Athlete of the
Week on Sept. 9, boasts a .960 save percentage and has
logged seven clean sheets through the Gamecocks’ first
eight matches.
“We’re thankful that when [opponents] do get an
opportunity to score, Sabrina is there to stifle it or
make it harder for them to score,” head coach Shelley
Smith said. “We’ve seen a lot of goalkeepers over our
time, and we believe she’s among the best of the best.
I think she’s probably one of the best in the country.”
D’Angelo’s resilience has been tested early and often
this season, as the Gamecocks have escaped multiple
matches with one-goal victories.

One instance saw the third-year goalkeeper preserve
a shutout against SMU by making a diving stop on a
penalty kick. Another saw D’Angelo make a terrific
one-on-one save against a Clemson striker with less
than three minutes to play in a 2-1 match.
A lthough she began guarding the net for the
Gamecocks as a true freshman, D’Angelo has assumed
a different role this year.
“Her maturity comes from where she’s been at a high
level and she’s progressed to be that much more of a
vocal leader,” Smith said. “She’s as much as an influence
on as off the field just because she’s always worked hard,
but she’s now demanding more of her teammates”
D’Angelo said she hoped to make the most of her
time, noting that she only had two seasons left to play.
“I want those wins,” D’Angelo said. “I want to do
well, and I want to make a difference in this program.
And I guess that is my main goal: to make a difference
in this program.”
Recent invited to Canada’s U-23 EXCELeration
program, D’Angelo has been given the opportunity
to not only make a difference in the South Carolina
program, but for her home country.
D’Angelo was one of 23 players who were invited to
the program, which aims to bridge the gap between the
U-20 squad and the senior program.
“It gives the Canadian coaching staff a chance to
teach us what they’re teaching the women’s national
team,” D’Angelo said. “So if we get called up, we’ll be
able to execute their plans.”
For now, D’Angelo will continue to influence the
Gamecocks’ program. She is closing in on several
individual achievements, including her recent move to
fourth all-time in the South Carolina history books in
shutouts (12).
“I know she’ll have a bright future with her attitude
and the way she trains,” Smith said. “Canada’s lucky to
have her.”

Jeffrey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Junior goalkeeper Sabrina D’Angelo recently received an
invitation to play for Canada’s U-23 EXCELeration program.

Turner adapting to life in US
Coach: Freshman has
played almost every
minute for Gamecocks
Connor Hazelton

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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Senior forward Danielle Au ranks eighth in career goals and fourth in game-winning goals.

Au focuses on team success
Senior looks to end college
career on a high note
Collyn Taylor

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The ball screamed past the defender as
time ticked down in the fi rst half. When
an assist from freshman forward Daija
Griffin landed on her foot, senior forward
Danielle Au wasted no time putting in the
game-winning goal.
That goal, scored in the 34th minute,
led the Gamecock women’s soccer team to
knock off a Duke team that was ranked No.
7 at the time.
It was Au’s first game-winning goal of the
season, and the score helped catapult the
Gamecocks to a victory over a top-ranked
opponent.
“It’s always good to put our team ahead
and get that kind of feeling. But I couldn’t
have done it without all of our team’s
effort,” Au said. “It was nice to score that
goal, but it feels really good that our team
was able to win that game. It was a complete
team effort.”
Au has been on the women’s soccer
team since her freshman year and had an
immediate impact, coach Shelley Smith
said.
In her fi rst campaign, Au scored three
game-winning goals and was named to
the SEC All-Freshman team. She also set
freshman records for shots (67), shots on
goal (29) and matches started (25).
“She came in and proved herself right
away as a freshman. [She] gave us a spark
off the bench offensively,” Smith said. “We
had some very good offensive players when
she came in, and she complemented them
very well. She has just grown with that
experience since her freshman year.”
Au has set numerous other records in her
time at South Carolina and ranks eighth in
career goals (16), ninth in career points (41)
and fourth in career game-winning goals
(7).
A dd i ng t wo more g a me w i n ner s
this season against Duke and U NCWilmington, Au has netted a total of three
goals and one assist in 2013, totaling seven
points.
Au, however, attributes her on-field
success to her teammates.
“My teammates have been great to
me. They’ve been giving me really good
balls, and they just work really well with
me,” Au said. “I’ve been lucky to get my
opportunities, and I’m lucky to fi nish off
those opportunities.”

As a senior, Au’s teammates and coaches
look to her to lead the team to success. As
the team’s top goal scorer, her leadership
and four years of experience are vital to the
team’s success.
“She knows when we need to speed the
game up. She knows when we need to calm
things down. When she’s out there, we
know we are going to get her full effort,”
Smith said. “She is a huge help to the team,
just to have her experience out there. She
leads by example and gives everything she
has every time she’s on the field.”
Au’s said her main focus is on the team’s
success, not her own. After a massive victory
in the 2009 Southeastern Conference
championship or a regular-season victory
over a top-ranked team, she is the first to
praise the team.
“Every time we win or have a great team
opportunity where we take down a great
team, like Duke, or winning the SEC
championship, it’s always a great feeling,”
Au said. “We knew we needed everyone
on our team to do it, to get through and to
knock off a great opponent. And every time
we get that, it’s a huge blessing.”
She has helped lead the Gamecocks to
a 7-0-1 record this season, and Au’s coach
said she is a big part of that success.
Smit h added t hat Au’s passion for
the game is unparalleled, and that drive
contributes to her performance on the field.
“She just loves to play, loves to watch the
game. She is just such a competitor, and we
have other players with the same desire, but
I think she’s always had that. She just loves
to play,” Smith said.
Au has not only found success on the
field, but off it as well. In 2012, she was
named to the Capital One Academic AllDistrict team for her achievements in the
classroom.
“It gets difficult sometimes and very
stressful, but you need to put your heart
into things that mean a lot to you, and
soccer and school mean a lot to me,” Au
said. “I really enjoy learning, and I really
enjoy playing soccer.”
Au is playing out her final season at South
Carolina and is continuing to score gamewinner after game-winner, but she doesn’t
want her legacy to be defined by that.
“I just hope that I am remembered as
a good teammate that people want to be
around, that people get along with — as
some one who sacrifices for the team,” Au
said. “Just to be there for my teammates and
to be remembered as a team player.”
DG

Soccer is not nearly as popular
in the U.S. as it is elsewhere in the
world, but that didn’t keep one
Englishman from crossing the
Atlantic to South Carolina for the
sport.
The men’s soccer tea m was
able this year to recruit freshman
m id f ielder K u r t is Tu r ner, of
Sheffield, England.
“USC is just an amazing
university. Everything about it is
amazing,” Turner said. “When I
was in England, I could tell you the
academics weren’t nearly as good as
what I can take here, and obviously
the soccer program is one of the
best.”
Assistant coach Spencer Lewis
said Turner has the opportunity
to continue playing soccer while
getting his education.
Although Turner has enjoyed
his stay in America, he has had to
adjust and deal with the inevitable
homesickness.
“I’d probably say the [biggest
adjustment is the] heat, because
it’s so hot,” Turner said. “Back in
England, it’s usually quite cold, and
here it’s so mild; you feel like you’re
in a room when you’re playing, but
I’m slowly adjusting, and it’s getting
better.”
Turner said he misses his family
and his girlfriend the most, but he
has made many new friends in the
U.S.
Besides being a talented player,
Tu r n e r i s w e l l - l i k e d b y h i s
teammates, including sophomore
midfielder Jeffrey Torda.
“He’s done well coming in as a
freshman,” Torda said. “It’s hard to

NESMITH • Cont. from 8
a nd a l lowed t hem
to place 2nd in
t he Sout heaster n
C o n f e r e n c e
championship.
T hou g h he s a id
he felt he cou ld
have played better,
NeSmith said he has
no reg rets look ing
back at h is f irst
campaign.
“ I ’m re a l l y gl ad
ever y t hing t hat
happened freshman
y e a r h a p p e n e d ,”
NeSmith said. “I’ve
got some things that I
can build on and work
on and experiences
that I will never ever

expect a lot, but we have expected a
lot out of him, and he’s really been
able to meet our expectations. He’s
been a huge part of our team, and
that’s huge for a freshman to come
in and do.”
Lewis said he is pleased with
Turner’s play during his t ime
with the Gamecocks, and said he
continually shows improvement
each day.
“We felt comfortable that as a
player he could do it at this level,
but the biggest worry for us was we
needed him to step in right away,”
Lewis said. “Being an international
player and a freshman, the learning
curve takes a lot longer than with
other players, but he’s basically
played every minute for us, and
that’s all been because of the way he
came in, the way he adapted, the way
he adjusted and the production he’s
given us on the field.”
Torda sa id h is new Engl ish
teammate has proven to be easily
adapted during his first season with
the team.
“On the field, he definitely knows
how to switch it on, which is what I
like,” Torda said. “Off the field, he’s
a lot of fun. We have jokes here and
there, a little bit of banter, and it’s
all good.”
He may be just a freshman, but
Lewis said he knows what Turner
is capable of and hopes he can
accomplish much during his time
with the Gamecocks.
“While I’m here, I’d obviously
like to improve myself as a soccer
player and academically,” Turner
said. “I want the team to achieve
as much as we can, like the NCAA
championship. I think this is a
really good team, and we can really
achieve some good things this year.
The main goal is to be a professional
soccer player, but if that doesn’t
work out, I will have my education
to fall back on.”

give up for anything.”
In Hamilton’s view,
the sk y is the limit
for NeSm it h if he
continues to put in
the time and learns
from his experiences.
“I ju st wa nt to
see h im prog ress,”
Hamilton said. “A s
long as he work s
hard and does what
he can and does his
best, I think the other
accolades will take
care of itself.”
Ha m ilton k nows
golfers tend to think
about previous
sw ings, wh ich is
why he consistently
reminds NeSmith to
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stay in the moment.
“The on ly t h i ng
you can control is the
shot in front of you,”
Hamilton said. “Take
it one shot at a time.”
With his coaches’
help and past
experiences, NeSmith
hopes to enhance his
play in his sophomore
campaig n, wh ich
b eg a n ea rl ier t h i s
month.
“ I ’m a lot mor e
prepared than I was
last year,” NeSmith
said. “So I’m
definitely looking to
do better this year ...
by a good stretch.”
DG
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Equestrian seeks second championship
Major: Veterans will lead
way in upcoming season
Brett Williams

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Given the Southeastern Conference’s
deep talent and fierce competition, teams
in each sport must dream big in order to
take home a conference title.
But it’s not hard to dream big if you’re
the only team to ever win one.
The South Carolina equestrian team
returns to the arena this year to defend
its title in the 2013 SEC Championship,
the inaugural event for the four-team
conference after the addition of Texas
A&M in 2012.
The Gamecocks edged out Georgia
(10-7) and Auburn (10-8) to claim the
title in March, finishing off a 6-2 season
in conference play, with an 11-8 mark
overall.
I n t he i r q ue s t t o g e t a not her
championship title, the Gamecocks
will look to its captains, redshirt junior
Amber Henter of the Hunt Seat team
and senior A lison Ceresani of the
western team.
Henter, now beginning her second
year as capt a i n, f i n ished 12- 4 i n
Equitation Over Fences last season and
was named to the All-SEC Equestrian
Team for that event. Ceresani, a new
captain, has a career record of 20-11-2 in
Horsemanship.
“The combination of Amber and Ali
will really help this group to excel,” said
coach Boo Major. “[Amber] knows what’s
coming and knows what we’re expecting
her to do, and then Ali has always been a
really good leader with the team.”
Ceresani said she hopes to continue to
lead throughout her senior year.
“My main personal goal outside the
arena ... is just to really keep everyone
united,” Ceresani said. “And then inside
the arena, I want to be able to contribute

every possible point I can.”
The Western team brings various
levels of experience to the arena. All
five starters in Horsemanship from
2012-2013 are back for another season,
perhaps none more not able t ha n
redshirt senior Johnna Letchworth, last
year’s SEC Horsemanship Rider of the
Year in her event.
As for the Reining event, only two
starters will return, prompting the
need for new riders. Major specifically
mentioned senior Jordan Brown, who
has seen limited action in meets but has
three years as a Gamecock to rely on.
“We need to see some folks step up,”
Major said. “I’d like to see [Brown]
really become as competitive as I think
she could be.”
The Hunt Seat squad will also exhibit
a blend of both veteran riders and some
new fresh faces.
Ju n ior K at her i ne Sch m idt ha s
amassed significant experience and
success in two years with the team. She
boasts a 47-17 career record and earned
All-SEC honors in both Equitation On
the Flat and Equitation Over Fences last
season.
A melia Vernon, one of 11 t r ue
freshmen on the roster, is expected to
contribute to the team as well.
“[Vernon]’s got to get some miles on
her,” Major said, “but I think she’s going
to be able to help us out.”
South Carolina’s 2013-2014 schedule
bodes relatively well for the team. Eight
of the Gamecocks’ 13 regular-season
meets take place in the calendar year
of 2013, which is followed by a nearly 2
and a half month break which challenges
riders to remain consistent in the second
half of the season.
A lso, to stay on top of the SEC,
the Gamecocks must navigate their
conference matchups, a perennially
difficult task.
“All our SEC meets are huge for us,”

Courtesy of South Carolina media relations

Coach Boo Major plans to challenge her riders to remain consistent this season.
Ceresani said. “I think personally that
the SEC teams are some of the toughest
in all of collegiate riding.”
South Carolina appears to have the
talent and leadership to make another
run at the conference title. Depending
on the Gamecocks’ performance, the
NCEA title may not be too far out of

their reach.
“I can’t even tell you how hungry we
are for the national championship,” said
junior Hunt Seat rider Adele Norton.
“It’s all we talk about.”
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NeSmith: Passion
comes from family
Sophomore golfer hails from same
area as new assistant coach
Antoine Thomas

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Growing up in North Augusta, Matt NeSmith’s
family gave him the love and support one expects from
relatives. But for the sophomore star of the men’s golf
team, athletics has been a family affair.
“My whole family played. I was always kind of
around it,” NeSmith said. “It was just a family thing.”
Initially he played to be with family, but the
more NeSmith played, the more he realized he was
developing a passion for the sport. NeSmith, ranked
No. 1 nationally in high school, said it wasn’t long
before he noticed himself improving and getting into
form.
“It’s something in the water down in Aiken and
Augusta. It kind of breeds golfers,” NeSmith said.
The region has brought up golfers like Charles
Howell III, Bobby Jones and Vaughn Taylor. Most
notably known for hosting one of the four most
prestigious golf tournaments in the world, the Masters,
the area is also the home of new assistant coach Alex
Hamilton.
Though new to the Gamecock staff, Hamilton knew
NeSmith before being named a coach and believes the
sophomore has the tools to continue being successful.
“He’s a very driven individual,” Hamilton said. “He
really is focused on his golf game and making not only
himself, but his team, better.”
NeSmith has contributed to his teams since high
school with his determination to get better.
NeSmith accomplished that feat, finishing his junior
career at North Augusta High School ranked the No.
1 golfer by both Golfweek and American Junior Golf
Association. Among the list of accolades NeSmith has
compiled is the prestigious Byron Nelson International
Junior Golf Award, given to only four golfers in 2012.
Family became a factor again when NeSmith was
recruited by collegiate golf programs.
“I always kind of wanted to stay close to home,”
NeSmith said. “Anywhere around the South or where
I was from was kind of appealing to begin with.”
Coach Bill McDonald eventually put South Carolina
over the top for NeSmith.
“I absolutely loved Coach McDonald from visits,”
NeSmith said. “He was always a straight-up guy and
was real honest.”
A testament to t he fast part nership bet ween
McDonald and his new recruit, NeSmith compiled
one of the best freshman seasons in school history.
He was named SEC Co-Freshman Player of the Year,
after leading the Gamecocks with a scoring average of
72.82.
His consistent play and top-10 finishes helped
South Carolina win its fi rst tournament since 2009
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Senior Tsvetan Mihov is one of just four Gamecocks to claim six SEC singles victories against No. 1 opponents.

Mihov opens season at No. 14
Goffi: He’s a mental warrior. He’s
as strong as they come upstairs
Dalton Abel

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Coming off a successful junior season in tennis,
senior Tsvetan Mihov is looking for more.
Mihov was an All-American selection and a
second-team A ll-SEC select ion last spring
following his run to the Round of 16 in the NCAA
Tournament. Prior to his junior season, Mihov
transferred to South Carolina from Oklahoma.
Mihov was born in Sofia, Bulgaria, and stayed
there through high school before coming to the U.S.
to pursue a college degree. In his early teens, Mihov
made trips to the Miami area to participate in major
junior tournaments including the Orange Bowl.
He also gained vital experience at the professional
level. Mihov participated in the 2010 Davis Cup with
Bulgaria and secured the doubles point for the team.
He has matched up against ATP-ranked players like
fellow Bulgarian Grigor Dimitrov (No. 29 in the
world) and Marcos Baghdatis (former world No. 8).
Mihov said that his search for a new challenge
and his understanding of South Carolina’s program
brought him to the Gamecocks.
After two years playing mainly in the No. 5 and
No. 6 spots at Oklahoma, Mihov was tapped to play
as the No. 1 for the Gamecocks.
“There were a lot of challenges he had to face
right off the bat, and he knocked them all out,”
South Carolina head coach Josh Goffi said. “He
proved himself, and he definitely had to prove
himself to the team, and I think that’s something he
rose to the occasion for.”
Mihov said the transition wasn’t easy, but that he
was confident in his performance.
“It was tough playing No. 1. You carry a lot of
weight on your arms, a lot of pressure,” Mihov said.
“But I felt good through the whole season, and I did
really well.”
Mihov compiled a 15-11 record in dual matches
in 2013, earning him a No. 31 ranking heading into
the NCAA Tournament. Along the way, Mihov
knocked off eight nationally ranked opponents.
“He’s a mental warrior,” Goffi said. “He’s as
strong as they come upstairs. He’s an amazing

competitor. Once he locks in, there’s really no
getting away from it.”
In the first round of the NCAA Tournament,
Mihov secured perhaps the most impressive win of
his career. Pitted up against No. 2 Alex Domijan
of Virginia, Mihov dug deep and pulled out the
three-set victory.
“It was a really tough draw, but secretly inside
me, I knew that I could win, and I did everything
possible for me to win. After beating him, it boosted
my confidence to continue moving forward,” Mihov
said.
Mihov carried that confidence forward and
knocked off the No. 36 seed before falling in the
Round of 16.
Still, Mihov joined South Carolina history,
becoming only the sixth Gamecock to defeat a
player ranked in the nation’s top two.
He is one of just four Gamecocks all-time to
record at least 6 Southeastern Conference singles
victories when playing as the No. 1. He finished the
season ranked 28th in the nation.
Mihov also enjoyed success in the doubles game.
He and his partner, fellow senior Chip Cox, secured
the doubles point against LSU to give them their
first SEC Tournament victory since 2008.
The duo finished the season ranked No. 19 after
climbing as high as No. 14, racking up five wins
against nationally ranked opponents, including
three in the top 25.
“We match up really well together; we do mesh
well on the court,” Cox said. “We’re both solid
returners, so it allows us to get into our opponent’s
service games. He’s an unbelievable singles player.
Just having that kind of player on your court will
raise your level, too.”
Both players will play doubles this season, but it is
unclear how much they will play together.
Mihov opens the season No. 14 in the national
rankings. Individual season runs through late
October or early November before dual-match
season begins in mid-January.
Mihov is a sociology student and plans to go to
graduate school if he does not turn professional, a
decision he said he will make after this season.
“I think it’s going to be an exciting year,” Mihov
said. “We’re going to prosper much more.”
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